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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: ARAFAT ACTIVITIES IN DAMASCUS 

1. BOTH BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS PRESS HAVE REPORTED PLO 

HEAD ARAFAT'S RECENT VISIT (MARCH 16-21) TO DAMASCUS WHERE HE 
CALLED ON VARIOUS HIGH-RANKING SYRIAN OFFICIALS, 

INCLUDING PRESIDENT ASAD, MINISTER OF DEFENSE MUSTAFA TEAS, AND 
COMMANDER OF THE SYRIAN AIR FORCE, NAJI JAMIL. 

ACCORDING TO THE LOCAL RUMOR MILL, THE PRIMARY REASON 
FOR ARAFAT'S HAVING COME HERE WAS TO ASCERTAIN WHAT 
THE SYRIAN POSITION IS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
PALESTINIAN GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE AS A PRELUDE TO 
PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE GENEVA TALKS. 

ACCORDING TO THE RUMORS, IMPLICIT IN ARAFAT'S VISIT 
IS EVENTUAL PLO ACCPETANCE OF THE PARTITION OF 
PALESTINE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT 
PALESTINIAN STATE ON THE WEST BANK AND THE GAZA 
STRIP. THE RUMORS CONTINUE THAT ARAFAT WAS GIVEN 
ENCOURAGEMENT BY THE SYRIANS. 

2. COMMENT: WE CANNOT CONFIRM THESE RUMORS FROM 
HERE BUT THEY APPEAR TO CONTAIN A KERNEL OF TRUTH, 

GIVEN THE GENERALLY KNOWN POSITION OF THE SYRIAN- 
SUPPORTED SAIQA ORGANIZATION IN SUPPORT OF ARAFAT'S 
CURRENT EFFORT TO TAKE A MORE "MODERATE " POSITION ON 
THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINIAN 
CONTROL OVER ANY TERRITORY TO BE LIBERATED IN THE 
WAKE OF ANY ISRAELI WITHDRAWALS FROM THE WEST BANK 
AND GAZA. 
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